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WINTER ON THE FARM 
ANNCR? 

FROM KANSAS CITY, AGRICULTURE SPECIALIST ROD TURNBULL 
REPORTS ON THE ACTIVITIES OF AMERICAN FARMERS DURING THE 
COLD WINTER MONTHS, 

VOICE: 

THE UNITED STATES IS A BIG COUNTRY, AND AS SUCH HAS 
GREAT VARIETY IN ITS WEATHER, RIGHT NOW IN MIO=WINTER, THE 
NORTHERN PART OF THE UNITED STATES GETS AS FRIGID AS IN 
CANADA AND PARTS OF THE SOVIET UNION, WHILE IN THE EXTREME 
SCUTH, VEGETABLE AND FRUIT CROPS STILL ARE GROWING, AS IT 
SELDOM IF EVER FREEZES THERE, THROUGHOUT THE GREAT MIDOLE 
SECTION OF THE UNITED STATES, WHERE MOST OF THE GRAIN CROPS 
ARE GROWN AND FROM WHICH MOST OF EXPORTS ORIGINATE, WINTER 
IS A RATHER COLD PERIOD IN WHICH ALL THE CROP GROWTH CEASES 
EXCEPT THAT OF WINTER WHEAT, AND EVEN THE WINTER WHEAT 
BECOMES DORMANT EXCEPT WHEN ON OCCASIONALLY UNSEASONABLY 
WARM DAYS. 

DURING THE WINTER, GRAIN FARMERS ARE NOT BUSY WITH 
THEIR CROPS. MOST OF THEIR ACTIVITIES, THEREFORE, ARE 
DIRECTED TOWARD THE CARE AND FEEDING OF LIVESTOCK, AND 
THE CARE OF MACHINERY, AND THAT IS WHAT IS HAPPENING 
RIGHT NOW ON MOST AMERICAN FARMS, FARMERS KEEP THEIR 
CATTLE ON PASTURES OR FIELDS WHERE CORN OR MAIZE WERE 
HARVESTED IN THE SUMMER, WHEN THE WEATHER IS CLEAR, THE 
CATTLE FIND ENOUGH TO EAT TO KEEP THEM IN PRETTY GOOD 
SHAPE, PARTICULARLY WHEN SOME PROTEIN SUPPLEMENTS SUCH 
AS COTTON SEED CAKES OR SOYBEAN MEAL CUBES ARE ADDED. 
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WHEN SNOW COVERS THE GROUND, FARMERS HELP THE CATTLE, 
PULLING WAGON=-LOADS OF HAY INTO THE FIELDS AND TOSSING 

THE HAY ONTO THE GROUND FOR THE HUNGRY ANIMALS. HAY IS 
HIGH~PRICED THIS YEAR, BUT MOST FARMERS HAVE ENOUGH UNLESS 
IT SHOULD TURN OUT TO BE AN UNUSUALLY LONG AND SNOWY 
WINTER. 

CATTLE BEING FED GRAIN ARE FED IN WHAT ARE CALLED 
FEEO-LOTS, USUALLY, THE FEED IS PUT IN LONG BUNKS CTROUGHS) 
ON THE ORDINARY FARMS WHERE THE FARMERS MAY BE FEEDING 
FIFTY TO TWO HUNDRED CATTLE. OFTEN FEED IS STORED IN 
SILOS AND IT IS PUT INTO THE FEED BUNKS ALONG WITH PORTIONS 
OF DRY GRAIN AND PROTEIN SUPPLEMENTS SUCH AS SOYBEAN MEAL. 
MECHANICAL DEVICES ARE USED BOTH TO TAKE THE SILAGE FROM 
THE SILOS AND THE GRAIN FROM BINS AND TO PUT THEM BOTH INTO 
THE FEED BUNKS. THIS ALL IS DONE IN THE MORNING AND IT 
IS COMMON SIGHT WHEN DRIVING THROUGH THE COUNTRY TO SEE CATTLE 
LINED UP WAITING FOR THE FEED. IN THE BIG FEED LOTS WHERE 
THOUSANDS OF HEAD OF CATTLE ARE FEO, HUGE WAGONS ARE USED 
TO GATHER FEED FROM A CENTRAL FEED SUPPLY AND TO DELIVER 
IT TO LONG ROWS OF BUNKS IN THE PENS WHERE THE CATTLE ARE 
KEPT. THIS IS ALL OUTDOORS, 

HOGS ARE FED IN CONFINEMENT WHICH SIMPLY MEANS THEY 
ARE FED IN BUILDINGS OF PENS RATHER THAN ON PASTURE, 

HERE AGAIN, THE FEED SUPPLY ~~ USUALLY RATIONS OF GRAINS 

AND PROTEINS == PUT MECHANICALLY INTO TROUGHS OR INTO WHAT 
ARE CALLED SELF-FEEDERS WHERE IT IS AVAILABLE ALL DAY LONG 
TO THE SWINE, THE PLAN IS TO GET THE HOGS TO EAT AS MUCH 
AS POSSIBLE, TO MAKE THEM GROW FAST AND REACH MARKET SIZE 


EARLY. 
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AMERICAN FARMS ARE HIGHLY MECHANIZED. MACHINES ARE 
USED FOR ALMOST EVERY TASK, AFTER A BUSY SEASON, MACHINES 
NEED TO BE REPAIRED, OILED AND OTHERWISE PUT INTO CONDITION 
FOR THE NEXT YEAR. MOST FARMERS HAVE BIG SHEDS IN WHICH 
THEY DO THEIR MACHINERY REPAIR WORK IN THE WINTER, WHEN 
THEY ARE NOT BUSY IN THE FIELDS, 
GH/CAK 


